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the Regional Administrator after con-
sidering the views of its advisory bod-
ies.

§665.19 Vessel monitoring system.

(a) Applicability. The holder of any of
the following permits is subject to the
vessel monitoring system requirements
in this part:

(1) Hawaii longline limited access
permit issued pursuant to §665.801(b);

(2) American Samoa longline limited
entry permit, for vessel size Class C or
D, issued pursuant to §665.801(c);

(3) Vessels permitted to fish in Crus-
tacean Permit Area 1 VMS Subarea; or

(4) CNMI commercial bottomfish per-
mit, if the vessel is a medium or large
bottomfish vessel, issued pursuant to
§665.404(a)(2).

(b) VMS unit. Only a VMS unit owned
by NMFS and installed by NMFS com-
plies with the requirement of this sub-
part.

(c) Notification. After a permit holder
subject to §665.19(a) has been notified
by the SAC of a specific date for instal-
lation of a VMS unit on the permit
holder’s vessel, the vessel must carry
and operate the VMS unit after the
date scheduled for installation.

(d) Fees and charges. During the ex-
perimental VMS program, the holder of
a permit subject to §665.19(a) shall not
be assessed any fee or other charges to
obtain and use a VMS unit, including
the communication charges related di-
rected to requirements under this sec-
tion. Communication charges related
to any additional equipment attached
to the VMS unit by the owner or oper-
ator shall be the responsibility of the
owner or operator and not NMF'S.

(e) Permit holder duties. The holder of
a permit subject to §665.19(a) and mas-
ter of the vessel must:

(1) Provide opportunity for the SAC
to install and make operational a VMS
unit after notification.

(2) Carry and continuously operate
the VMS unit on board whenever the
vessel is at sea.

(3) Not remove, relocate, or make
non-operational the VMS unit without
prior approval from the SAC.

(f) Authorization by the SAC. The SAC
has authority over the installation and
operation of the VMS unit. The SAC
may authorize the connection or order

§665.20

the disconnection of additional equip-
ment, including a computer, to any
VMS unit when deemed appropriate by
the SAC.

§665.20 Western Pacific Community
Development Program.

(a) General. In accordance with the
criteria and procedures specified in
this section, the Regional Adminis-
trator may authorize the direct or inci-
dental harvest of management unit
species that would otherwise be prohib-
ited by this part.

(b) Eligibility. To be eligible to par-
ticipate in the western Pacific commu-
nity development program, a commu-
nity must meet the following criteria:

(1) Be located in American Samoa,
Guam, Hawaii, or the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (collectively, the western
Pacific);

(2) Consist of community residents
descended from aboriginal people indig-
enous to the western Pacific who con-
ducted commercial or subsistence fish-
ing using traditional fishing practices
in the waters of the western Pacific;

(3) Consist of individuals who reside
in their ancestral homeland;

(4) Have knowledge of customary
practices relevant to fisheries of the
western Pacific;

() Have a traditional dependence on
fisheries of the western Pacific;

(6) Are currently experiencing eco-
nomic or other constraints that have
prevented full participation in the
western Pacific fisheries and, in recent
years, have not had harvesting, proc-
essing or marketing capability suffi-
cient to support substantial participa-
tion in fisheries in the area; and

(7) Develop and submit a community
development plan to the Council and
the NMFS that meets the requirements
in paragraph (c) of this section.

(c) Community development plan. An
eligible community seeking access to a
fishery under the authority of the
Council and NMFS must submit to the
Council a community development
plan that includes, but is not limited
to, the following information:

(1) A statement of the purposes and
goals of the plan.

(2) A description and justification for
the specific fishing activity being pro-
posed, including:
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